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Dear Friend of the CMSCA:

	Since 1985, the CMSCA has provided chess instruction to students in over 100 public schools.  As many of you know, the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools System is facing an unprecedented budget crisis, and has been forced to make difficult choices to help fill a potential $80 million shortfall.  As part of its budget cuts, the school system has decided not to renew its contract with the CMSCA for the 2010-2011 academic year.  Therefore, this year, thousands of students who are eager to learn chess may not receive any instruction in their school clubs.

	The CMSCA believes that chess provides many benefits for students of all ages.  Research has shown that chess helps children develop higher level cognitive skills, improve concentration, learn good sportsmanship, build self-esteem, and form lasting friendships.  Many of you are parents of enthusiastic chess players and can attest to the positive impact of chess on your children.

	As a non-profit organization, the CMSCA depends entirely on the effort of unpaid volunteers and the generosity of individuals and corporate sponsors to carry out our mission.  Now, more than ever, we need your financial support to continue providing chess instruction, particularly in lower income areas for students who cannot afford it otherwise.  To make a secure, tax deductible donation, please visit our website at www.cmsca.org, or mail your donation to P.O. Box 221882, Charlotte, NC 28222.

	To show our appreciation to our corporate sponsors, the CMSCA offers the following tokens of recognition:
	
	Bronze Sponsor (under $100): Recognition on our donor list
	Silver Sponsor ($100 and over): Prominent logo on our website
	Gold Sponsor ($300 and above): Appreciation plaque
	Platinum Sponsor ($500 and above): Appreciation plaque and logo on website

Thank you for your financial support to continue chess instruction in our local schools!

Sincerely,



Board of Directors
Charlotte Mecklenburg Scholastic Chess Association
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